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VOLUME 32, NUMBER 11 NOVEMBER, 2006 

CHRISTMAS PARTY  

The Society Holiday Party will be held next month on Sunday, December 10th, as our usual replacement for 

public run day. So mark your calendars now. The hours will be from 1 to 3:30 at St. Luke’s Parish Hall, off 

Windsor Mill Road (see the directions and map at the end of this issue) in beautiful downtown Woodlawn. Plan 

on bringing an appetizer, entrée, veggies, or dessert to share.  

The attendance at this annual event has been declining for the past two or three years and there is the 

possibility that this will be the last. Let’s really turn out this year and at least determine if the tradition can be 

continued. 

RUN DAY 

Days of rain preceded yet another very nice day for our public run day. The customers were interested in 

riding behind as many different engines as they could, but they melted away as the afternoon grew older. The 

short yard loop was used again with the Kirchner Western Maryland diesel and the new inside loop track 

continued to provide a smooth ride. The short loop does not mean there is a short ride because the train runs two 

trips around. Bob Schwoerer did have his CSX diesel again this month and as usual ran all day with a stabilizing 

influence. Mike Russo had his NYC Hudson running for part of the day. Mike Schroeder and his gang, 

consisting of Jim Carpenter, Herb Schroeder, Jim Grieshaber, and Steve Zuiderveen, brought 614 to provide a 

great sight during the day. Unfortunately all was not smoothly running with the big black beauty. The cylinder 

cocks were balky and the various engineers were unable to maintain strong steaming when approaching the 

station. At one time there was a distinct lull in the station activity. Three trains had been sent out on the main 
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loop and none had returned! The view from the station across the park to the station showed a line of 

passenger’s head sitting in front of the HQ building. Those heads did not move for many minutes, and the report 

from the Yard Loop was that 614 was on the ground. In fact, all drivers had derailed at a possible low spot in the 

track. The lift points installed in the boiler top were put to good use as equipment was needed to lift the wheels 

back onto the track. There are More Glen McComas photos this month to record some of the activities. 

RUN DAY PHOTOS 

    

                  Bruce Hamilton Salutes His 614                                        “CSX” Bob Drives Away 

                with Steve Zuiderveen as Engineer                              Old faithful  Was Back this Month 

 

       

    Lou Koehler Runs the ==WM== on the Yard Loop       Hope Mike Russo Does Not Lean Forward 

    At One Time During Day Was Only Train  Running    Not at all Unusual for Mike’s Hudson To Pop 

All photos by Glen McComas 
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TIMONIUM  

October 14-15 represented the 25th anniversary of the Howard Zane shows to be held at Timonium 

Fairgrounds. The Society had a large display area at the front of the building in the area with the model train 

layouts. Bob Schwoerer had his CSX diesel; John Frederick was displaying his electric Shay; and Kap Pullen 

had a full-aluminum unit to advertise the diesel switchers he builds. Mike Schroeder also had a smaller, 

compressed-air driven loco spinning rollers. Larry Law and Mike Looney were also working with the displays. 

[Your editor apologizes if any other helper was missed.] There were many people who stopped by and picked up 

brochures; perhaps that activity will result in some new members. 

DUES 

If you have not sent in your annual dues payment yet, you have until December 15 to retain your active 

membership and continue receiving your copy of The Steam Whistle. The Society does value your membership. 

Send your dues payment to James Carpenter, 6918 Fern Lane, Annandale, VA 22003; Phone: 703-941-3898. 

DIRECTORY  

If you want an additional copy at a cost of $5, contact James Carpenter, Treasurer, at address above. 

TRACK WORK  

A momentous day on Saturday, October 21, when a crew of about six, composed from eight attendees during 

the day, laid about 170 feet of track. You need to look really intently to see Herb Schroeder waving from the 

background in the lower photograph to see how long the run was. That’s Bill Schwoerer standing in the 

foreground at the end of the stretch. It was a long day, fortunately with good weather and ample turnout.  

Work has continued during the past month on rebuilding the inside track. The result is that the loop is 

complete down to the beginning of the south-east horseshoe. If the weather holds, track laying will continue – 

for as long as there is track available to lay. Unfortunately, the usual gang of track installers has been using up 

the stock of panels and few panels have been built to permit the laying to continue. Good weather or bad, it is 

really necessary that others come out on Wednesday and Saturday work days to build track panels. Curves are 

needed immediately, but straights are needed to finish to Midway and into the south-west horseshoe. There is 

absolutely no lack of work. Optimal crews are six for laying and four for building. Can’t remember the last time 

ten members showed up for a work session! 
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                                                                          Such a Messy Start 

 

                                                                       And a Nice Straight Result 

The Schwoerers 
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NEED METAL?  

The lady who ran Metal Express has opened a new business nearby the original location: 

Asset Metals, Inc 410 687-2414 

8860 Kelso Drive 866 687-2414 

Essex, MD 21221 

STEVE MacDONALD 

Steve MacDonald recently underwent an operation to attempt to relieve his constant pain. He has returned 

home from the hospital and is doing well. It is too early to know if the procedure was truly successful, but he has 

been told to keep out of the shop for a while. Keep him in your thoughts.  

Stephen Macdonald 301-776-6164 

424 Brock Bridge Rd 

Laurel, MD 20724 

GIFTED  

Glenn McComas found a good home for his ‘87 Dodge 8-passenger-size van -- and the CALS track fund has 

received an appropriate donation. Many thanks to Glenn for his generosity, and may the van be good 

transportation for the purchaser. 
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WORK RECORD 

 DATE  WORKERS WORK ACCOMPLISHED  

09/27/06 Law, Carpenter, Krapp, Kinzer Fence post caps; 1” track work 
09/30 B & B Schwoerer, L Koehler, Beattie, Close, A & J Mews, Build track panels; Install track 
 Kinzer 
10/04 Krapp, M Schroeder, Allen, R Schwoerer, Koehler Cut grass 
10/07 Close Build track 
10/11 M Schroeder, Allen Cut grass 
10/13 Law, McCray  Door of container #1 
10/14 Rick Nace Work on elevated track 
10/18 M Schroeder, Allen, R Schwoerer Track work 
10/21 Law, H Schroeder, B & B Schwoerer, Brown, Close,  Installed 17 sections of track 
 Zuiderveen, Grieshaber  
10/22 H Schroeder, R Schwoerer, Looney Install track 
10/28 Close, Kinzer, B & B Schwoerer Install track 
 

2006 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 DATE TIME EVENT PLACE  

AUGUST 

Wed 9 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting HQ 
Sun 13 11:00 - 3:30 Public Run Day Tracksite 
Sun 27 11:00 - 3:30 Member Run Day Tracksite 

SEPTEMBER 

Wed 6 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting HQ 
Sun 10 11:00 - 3:30 Public Run Day Tracksite 
Sat 16 5 PM Night Run Tracksite 
Sun 24 11:00 - 3:30 Member Run Day Tracksite 

OCTOBER 

Wed 4 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting HQ 
Sun 8 11:00 - 3:30 Public Run Day Tracksite 
Sun 22 11:00 - 3:30 Member Run Day Tracksite 

NOVEMBER  

Wed 8 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting HQ 
Sun 12 11:00 - 3:30 Public Run Day Tracksite 
Sun 26 11:00 - 3:30 Member Run Day Tracksite 

DECEMBER 

Wed 6 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting HQ 
Sun 10 1:00 - 3:30 Public Run Day Tracksite 
 

35800 
10/30/06 CEC  
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HOLIDAY PARTY DIRECTIONS  

Directions to St. Luke’s Parish Hall: take the Baltimore Beltway to Security Boulevard at Exit 17 (since 

Windsor Mill does not intersect with the Beltway). If you are coming from the north (outer loop of the Beltway), 

turn left onto Security Blvd at the traffic light at the end of the ramp. If you are coming from the south (inner 

loop of the Beltway), stay in the right lane of the exit ramp, which will take you onto Security Blvd. Then from 

either direction proceed to the 3rd light (Gwynn Oak Ave.) where you turn left. Continue to the 2nd traffic light 

and turn right onto Windsor Mill Road. There are several store fronts on the left ending at 2 driveways. Turn left 

into the wide driveway (mailbox on your left) and proceed to the back of the parking lot (shared with the Baptist 

church). The white building wall that you see ahead is the wall of the Parish Hall. Park and walk up the path on 

the left side of the Parish Hall (between it and St. Luke’s Church) to the entrance. See the two drawings below. 

 


