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CHRISTMAS PARTY

The Society Holiday Party will be held on Sunday, December 10th from 1 to 3:30 at St. Luke’s Parish Hall,
off Windsor Mill Road (see the directions and map at the end of this issue) in Woodlawn. Plan on bringing an
appetizer, entrée, vegetable dish, or dessert to share.
The attendance at this annual event has been declining for the past two or three years and there is the
possibility that this will be the last. Let’s really turn out this year and at least determine if the tradition can be
continued.

DUES
If you have not sent in your annual dues payment yet you will find a red dot on the address label of this issue
of The Steam Whistle. You have until December 15 to retain your active membership and continue receiving
your copy. The Society does value your membership and sincerely hopes you will renew. Send your dues
payment to James Carpenter, 6918 Fern Lane, Annandale, VA 22003; Phone: 703-941-3898.

RUN DAY – NOT!
Throughout the year we have been blessed with very nice weather for our public run days. Whereas the
Saturday weather may have been cool or rainy or very hot, Sunday has turned out to be wonderful. Until our last
month, that is, when the reverse was true. A surprisingly pretty Saturday was followed by an El Nino nor’easter
of small proportion. It was not really blustery nor drenching, but it was breezy, wet and uncomfortably cool.
Larry Law and Mike Schroeder showed up for some reason, but no potential customers were that foolish.

TRACK WORK – SOME!
Some work on rebuilding the inside track has continued during the past month, including Saturday-Sunday
sessions on Thanksgiving weekend. The result for the month is that the new track is more than half-way around
the south-east horseshoe. The Massey-Ferguson tractor with the front bucket has been helpful in carrying ballast
to the work site, but Sunday of Thanksgiving weekend it came in for a somewhat different use. For some reason
the City seems to work on Sundays at the mulching lot to the west of Headquarters. That Sunday various trucks
hauled bags of leaves to the lot and one driver apparently became impatient with waiting or some other
imaginary reason and dumped his load of bags in front of our driveway! Following drivers … well, they, um,
“followed” and dropped their loads there, too. TRAPPED! And there were no answers to phone calls. Bucket to
the rescue! A small lane was made along the edge of the driveway and escape was effected.
While the weather has been fairly nice on most weekends, there have been circumstances which have caused
other work to be done. Racks were constructed in container #2 so that there is a place to store the panels which
will surely be constructed during the winter. It is unlikely that the usual Saturday participants will be able to take
off during this winter’s weekends. While it seems that there has been substantial progress, in reality there is at
least a quarter of the loop still to be installed, and a full year has been used to get this far. With the outer loop
still to be pulled up and re-laid, THERE IS WHOLE BUNCHES OF WORK STILL TO BE DONE.
It is really necessary that members come out on Wednesday and Saturday work days to build track panels.
Curves are needed immediately, but straights are needed to finish to Midway and into the south-west horseshoe.
There is absolutely no lack of work. Optimal crews are five or six for laying and four for building. That’s about
ten members to work in the field and in Headquarters. Come on down!
Be sure that if you come out for your first time that you obtain proper instruction in building panels as well
as installing them. Construction requires precision so that installation goes well. An important point to
remember is that the south-west horseshoe is a 75 foot radius curve unlike the larger radius of other curves on
the mainline. Also, the outer track cannot be pulled up until the inner is completed (duh); and when the pulling
does start, there are instructions for that work, too.

The track-laying process in sequence is depicted in the photographs on the following pages with some
Saturday crew members serving as models (haute couture at Leakin Park!):
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Checking the Depth

Preparing To Attach the Schwoerer “Strongback”

Better Be Deep Enough!

“Winch by Schwoerer” Soon To Be in Action

Laying a New Panel into the Ground

Centering the Bubbles: Twist & Elevation

Hope Those Rail Offsets Are Correct Length

And Get the Correct Distance between Tracks
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More Ballast! More Ballast!

Tamping, Tamping, Tamping…

That Bucket Surely Is Helpful

Then Sweeping Off the Excess Ballast…

Supervisory Krapp We Have To up with Put
All photos by Bill Kinzer
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CABIN FEVER
The 11th annual Cabin Fever Expo will be held at the York Fairgrounds and CALS will be there with a table.
Please contact Mike Schroeder if you wish to help in any way. Poul Pedersen will be there, too, selling “CALS
at Cass 2007”.
Cabin Fever Expo is billed as “the show for the metal working hobby”. It is a “don’t miss” event for anyone
interested in model engineering, whether it be trains, boats, aircraft or stationary engines. There will be many
vendors selling tools, materials and supplies, and many fine models on display. The Society will have a display
table set up, so it would be helpful for some CALS members to share “manning the booth” as well as providing
some items to display. That’s where contacting Mike Schroeder comes in. If you can provide anything to display
or will just be available, please let him know.
Any member attending the show, should please plan to take an hour or so to help answer questions from
visitors to the display. This is a good opportunity, as with the Timonium shows, to increase the club’s
“visibility” and perhaps pick up some new members. In this instance it is among the model engineering
community rather than model railroad hobbyists. These are the people who might actually be able to work on
equipment such as we run.
Be there if you are feeling all pent up with a winter of low activity (except helping to build track, of course).

Consignment Auction: Friday January 19th

Preview at 10:00 Auction at 12:00

Show: January 20th & 21st, 2007

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Location: York Fairgrounds Expo Center, York, PA
$10 Admission fee is good for both days plus Friday Auction / Children under 12 FREE!
www.cabinfeverauctions.com
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WORK RECORD
DATE
11/01/06
11/04
11/08
11/11
11/15
11/18
11/25
11/26

WORKERS

WORK ACCOMPLISHED

Law, Carpenter, M Schroeder, Allen, B & B Schwoerer,
Krapp
L & J Law, B & B Schwoerer, Kinzer, Close, Grieshaber,
Simms, A & J Mews, Krapp
M Schroeder, Allen, Carpenter, Kinzer
L & J Law, Kinzer, Close, Grieshaber, A & J Mews
M Schroeder, Allen
Law, B & B Schwoerer, Kinzer, Close, Grieshaber,
A & J Mews, Treat
B & B Schwoerer, Kinzer, Close, Grieshaber, Zuiderveen
B & B Schwoerer, Kinzer, Close, Treat, Grieshaber,
M Schroeder, J Mews

Paint fence; Cut ties; Clean HQ
Install track
Build track
Build track
Winterize
Build container racks; Build track
Install track
Install track

2006 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
DATE

TIME

EVENT

PLACE

SEPTEMBER
Wed 6
Sun 10
Sat 16
Sun 24

7:30 PM
11:00 - 3:30
5 PM
11:00 - 3:30

BOD & Member Meeting
Public Run Day
Night Run
Member Run Day

HQ
Tracksite
Tracksite
Tracksite

7:30 PM
11:00 - 3:30
11:00 - 3:30

BOD & Member Meeting
Public Run Day
Member Run Day

HQ
Tracksite
Tracksite

7:30 PM
11:00 - 3:30
9:00 - 1:30

BOD & Member Meeting
Public Run Day (rain out)
Member Run Work Day

HQ
Tracksite
Tracksite

7:30 PM
1:00 - 3:30

BOD & Member Meeting
Christmas Party

HQ
St Lukes

OCTOBER
Wed 4
Sun 8
Sun 22

NOVEMBER
Wed 8
Sun 12
Sun 26

DECEMBER
Wed 6
Sun 10

2007 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
JANUARY
Wed 10
Sat 20
Sun 21

7:30 PM
9:00-5:00
9:00-3:00

BOD & Member Meeting
Cabin Fever Expo
Cabin Fever Expo

11/30/06 CEC
6

HQ
York FG
York FG

HOLIDAY PARTY DIRECTIONS
Directions to St. Luke’s Parish Hall: take the Baltimore Beltway to Security Boulevard at Exit 17 (since
Windsor Mill does not intersect with the Beltway). If you are coming from the north (outer loop of the Beltway),
turn left onto Security Blvd at the traffic light at the end of the ramp. If you are coming from the south (inner
loop of the Beltway), stay in the right lane of the exit ramp, which will take you onto Security Blvd. Then from
either direction proceed to the 3rd light (Gwynn Oak Ave.) where you turn left. Continue to the 2nd traffic light
and turn right onto Windsor Mill Road. There are several store fronts on the left ending at 2 driveways. Turn left
into the wide driveway (mailbox on your left) and proceed to the back of the parking lot (shared with the Baptist
church). The white building wall that you see ahead is the wall of the Parish Hall. Park and walk up the path on
the left side of the Parish Hall (between it and St. Luke’s Church) to the entrance. See the two drawings below.
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