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VOLUME 35, NUMBER 07 JULY 2009 
Deadline for submittals to The Steam Whistle is the last Sunday of the month. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING  

You may get this reminder before the event – or not. On Sunday July 5, we will have our annual meeting 

and picnic. There is no election this year; so come out for the food and fun. As usual, there will be hamburgers 

and hot dogs with chips. Please bring something to share. 

JUNE PUBLIC DAY  

The second Sunday in June was a beautiful day. After the April article in The Sun and advertising by The 

Friends of Gwynns Falls/Leakin Park, the crowd was very large. The line stretched well beyond our ropes 

parallel to Eagle Drive and remained for most of the session. In conjunction with our run, the Friends are 

advertising special Second Sunday events for June through August. The extended customer line was apparent by 

the time we had a train operating. Such lines have been seen in the fairly recent past, but both track loops were 

in operation and thus more trains could be handled through the station than we can run today. Seven locomotives 

saw action during the day. Mike Russo ran his NYC Hudson with John Tokar conducting. John later ran as relief 

engineer with Paul Seyfrit as conductor. Bob Schwoerer ran the Chessie diesel and Robert Slenbaker conducted. 

The star of the day was 614. Mike Schroeder led his crew of Jim Carpenter, Jim Grieshaber and Herb Schroder 

to bring the C&O reproduction to the Park. He engineered as 614 pulled the six coaches with Tim Allen riding 

on the rear. Norm Warfield's 2-8-0 and John Frederick's Shay alternated pushing a couple of cars and double-

headed for a short while. Bill Beattie brought out a Virginian electric and added atmosphere, though he did pull 

passengers a few laps. Matt Berkebile operated the WM diesel for much of the day as Toyam Cox rode as 

conductor. It was a long, hard day as the line never dwindled until the announcement that the day was over. 
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            Jim Carpenter Relieved on the 614               Sparky Hamilton Heads Group of Family Members 
 

   

      Bob Schwoerer Relieved on John F’s Shay                 Matt Berkebile Operates the WM Diesel 

 

   

 Norm Warfield Pulls Caboose with Wife Tammy  ‘Doc’ Kinzer relieved on ‘Sparky’ the Chessie Diesel 
Photos above and following by Paul Seyfrit 
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Mike Russo Engineers His Hudson with John Tokar       Bill Beattie Runs His VGN Jack-shaft Boxcab 
 

CALS AT UNION BRIDGE  

The owners and staff of Vintage Restorations Limited would like to extend our sincere thanks to the CALS 
members who turned out to support Depot Day and our open house in Union Bridge, Maryland on June 20th.  

Despite a rainy start to the day, public turnout was good. Glenn Sharpe supplied over 200 feet of track that 
was set up in our parking lot for train operation and public display. Mike Taber’s Reading SD-40s were 
beautiful and the sound system made a great impression on all who admired them in operation. Glenn also 
brought along his beautiful recently completed CSX hopper which served as the engineer’s car for Mike’s 
diesels. John and Fran Frederick were there with John running his highly detailed and smooth operating Shay 
locomotive. Bob and Bill Schwoerer were also on hand to help out, especially with loading and unloading 
equipment, as well as track teardown at the end of the day.  

It was a good public showing of CALS people and equipment in action. A number of CALS flyers were 
distributed and served to spark interest in our club and how we promote the hobby in a safe and professional 
manner. Many thanks to all for making this a very successful event! 

   

     John and Mike Stand with Their Locomotives           An Example of Glenn Sharpe’s Fancy Car Work 

Text and Photos by John Tokar 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

Greenberg Shows at Timonium on August 1 - 2 and then December 5 – 6. 

In Federalsburg on the Eastern Shore there will be a steam show August 7 – 9. 

The Western Maryland Chapter of NRHS in Cumberland on September 25 – 27. If you can run 1” 
equipment at this event, please contact Bill Kinzer. 

NEW MEMBERS  

Please welcome members of Sparky Hamilton’s family: 

CHALMERS, BURNET & LYDIA FULL 
6560 BELMONT WOODS RD  
ELKRIDGE, MD  21075 (H) 410-796-5947 

MEMBER CORRECTIONS  

Someone mentioned a change and others chimed in: 

SLENBAKER, ROBERT 6007 GLENOAK AVE 
SCHROEDER, MIKE E-MAIL M2SCHROEDER@VERIZON.NET 
ZUIDERVEEN, STEVE (W) 202-493-6337   (C)  443-536-1181 

ILLNESS 

Buck Slayton has broken his hip and is now in rehab. Please send well wishes to his home. 

MEMBER HONORARIA  

In remembrance of John Brace, the Midway tower will be named Brace Junction. 

In recognition of the work performed by a couple of early, active members, the Station will be named for 
Bill Bell and Buck Slayton. 

SHAKEDOWN CRUISE  

Affording recognition of John O’Dea’s steam launch, we present pictures of his first 2009 outing. 

                     

   In the Water and still Afloat!  Mary O’Dea with Friend                               Boat Backhead 
John Is Actually There, Too                                                                                          Photos by Bill Derr 
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CALS AT CASS 

Now we get an opportunity to fill a page with pictures of the latest visit to Cass, WV: 

     

   Durbin ‘Rocket’ Climax at End of River Line              Poul Pedersen in front of Big 6 and #11 

     

    At Spruce. Yea, Smoke! Phooey on Big 6.               Reflection of #11 in Beaver Pond at Big Cut 

     

     Mtn State Assn Rebuild behind Cass Shop                    Big 6 after Watering at Oaks Creek 
Photos by Mike Schroeder 
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ACTIVITY NOTES  

Not so much cutting, milling, and drilling of ties this month as quite a lot of track was installed, along with 
two switches at the north of the station. Track building addressed a need for 75’ radius curves so that the current 
stub from the Hamilton Station lead could be extended, again tending to use the ties essentially as quickly as 
they were available. The result of the month’s work is that the track is now into the station as well as starting 
into the southwestern horseshoe. Another new switch is anticipated soon. Most of the detritus from the track 
installation was carried away to low spots around the grounds rather than being dumped to the side of the track. 
Those dump sites have been seeded. Much of the rail taken up from switches is not re-useable; so a significant 
number of rails were cut up for transport to the recycling yard. A very large crew assembled on the day the 
switches were installed and the participation is much appreciated. Help can still be used on both work days so 
that both track building and installation can be done simultaneously. 

With all the track construction and installation there were still maintenance efforts. The curve at Midway 
was given some super-elevation. It is not expected that the lean will remain for any great length of time, but it is 
hoped that the track will settle into a level curve rather than being scarily off camber. Track beyond the ball 
fields was also leveled. A switch in the yard was stabilized by replacing a few ties. Another aggravating 
situation was that a car hold on the lead to the building did not lie flat and hung up some brake riggings. The ties 
were chiseled a bit so that the hinged piece now does lie flat. The grass and trees have continued to grow and 
sharp instruments have been applied to the excess lengths.  

Mike Schroeder had additional maintenance to complete on Wendy and the diesels. He also maintained the 
mower deck of the Kubota. 

WORK RECORD 
 DATE  WORKERS WORK ACCOMPLISHED  

06/03 R Schwoerer, Close, Carpenter, Derr, O’Dea, Kinzer Build track; Mow grass; Maint track; 
  Maint mower deck 
06/06 R Schwoerer, Warfield, Slenbaker, Close, Grieshaber Install track (10) 
06/10 Close, Carpenter, Derr, Koehler, M Schroeder, Allen Mow grass; Mill, drill ties; Trim  
  grass; Trim trees 
06/13 Sharpe, Taber, B&B Schwoerer, Close, Kinzer, Derr, Install switches; Dump dirt; Maint 
 Looney, M Schroeder, Warfield, Slenbaker, Law,  Wendy running gear; Receive new  
 Grieshaber, Jones, Koehler, Payne, Short work car 
06/17 Close, R Schwoerer, Warfield, Slenbaker, Law, Carpenter, Install track; Repair yard switch;  
 Kinzer, Derr, O’Dea, Lehmann Maint car hold; Maint Wendy; Cut  
  scrap rail; Build track 
06/19 Grieshaber Level track 
06/20 Kinzer Build track  
06/24 R Schwoerer, Kinzer, Law, Close, Koehler, Lehmann Install track (5) 
06/26 R Schwoerer Cut grass 
06/27 B&B Schwoerer, Warfield, Slenbaker, Kinzer, Close, Install track (6)  
 Koehler, Law  

ELECTRONIC RECEIPT OF THE WHISTLE  

If you are interested in receiving your copy of The Steam Whistle electronically rather than by postal 
delivery, send your name and e-mail address to the Editor at the address in the masthead. Your e-mail address 
will be published in the Directory unless you specify otherwise. The Board encourages you to sign up for e-mail 
delivery. The e-version will have full color photos and will save copying and postage expense. 



 
The Steam Whistle  July 2009 

 
 

7 

2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 DATE TIME EVENT PLACE  

MAY  

Fri 1 – Sun 3 Fri at 9:30 CALS at Cass Cass, WV 
Wed 6 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting Hamilton St 
Sun 10 11:00 – 3:30 Public Run Track site 
Sat 23 10:00 – 4:00 Herb Festival Track site 
Sun 24 11:00 – 3:30 Member Run Track site 

JUNE 

Wed 10 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting Hamilton St 
Sun 14 11:00 – 3:30 Public Run Track site 
Sun 28 11:00 – 3:30 Member Run Day Track site 

JULY  

Sun 5 12:00 Noon Picnic & Annual Meeting Hamilton St 
Wed 8 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting Hamilton St 
Sun 12 11:00 – 3:30 Public Run Track site 
Sun 26 11:00 – 3:30 Member Run Track site 

AUGUST 

Wed 5 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting Hamilton St 
Sun 9 11:00 – 3:30 Public Run Track site 
Sun 23 11:00 – 3:30 Member Run Track site 

SEPTEMBER 

Wed 9 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting Hamilton St 
Sun 13 11:00 – Noon Public Run Track site 
Sat 26 12:00 Noon Picnic & Night Run Hamilton St 
Sun 27 11:00 – 3:30 Member Run Track site 

OCTOBER 

Wed 7 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting Hamilton St 
Sun 11 11:00 – Noon Public Run Track site 
Sun 25 11:00 – 3:30 Member Run Track site 

NOVEMBER  

Wed 4 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting Hamilton St 
Sun 8 11:00 – Noon Public Run Track site 
Sun 22 11:00 – 3:30 Member Run Track site 

TRACK WORK SESSIONS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR  
Wed 9:00 AM Cut grass; Build track; Maintenance Track site 
Sat 9:00 AM  Lay track Outside loop 
 

30800 
06/30/09 CEC 
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CHESAPEAKE & ALLEGHENY 
STEAM PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

c/o CRAIG CLOSE 
15 BENWAY CT 

BALTIMORE, MD  21228 
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